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Abstract:

In the Indian social structure, caste system, which

is the product of Chaturvarna system, has always
played a pivotal role in the determination of the
role which an individual has to play. It pays no
heed to the dignity of an individual as a human
being. Consequently, the untouchable suffered
untold miseries. Mistry has a psycho-social affinity
and enumerates the moral crisis through which
these underprivileged go through in A Fine
Balance. He expresses profound concern for the
social evils associated with the caste system and
the class system. He exposes the satanic devices of
man to subject a part of the community to eternal
subjugation and humiliation.

Keywords: Untouchables, Parsi, upper caste,
injustice, humanity, freedom.

The term ‘Underprivileged’ implies for those who
cannot enjoy the same rights or standard of living
as the majority of the population. The foremost in
this canon are the socially segregated
untouchables, who are subjected to utter poverty
and inhuman treatment due to their filthy vocation.
The minority communities too face the
discrimination and identity crisis in every field of
life and so are underprivileged. For centuries,
women were kept within the four walls and
subjected to insults, deprived of their fundamental
freedom, dominated and given inferior status in the
male-dominated society. Thus, she too belongs to
this canon.

Mistry portrays well-rounded portraits of the
underprivileged in his novel A Fine Balance. His
novel embraces the social reality of India, and
leads to more profound reflections on questions
regarding the role of caste.

Mistry’s A Fine Balance focuses on lower caste
Hindu untouchables, Muslims and Parsis who are
the marginalized and dispossessed and who find
themselves at the mercy of the Brahminical and
pseudo-secular elites. He explores the experiences
of two of the central characters, the chamaar-
turned-tailors Ishvar and Om and chronicles the

atrocities flung on these untouchables right from
Dukhi, the father of Ishvar and Narayan and the
grandfather of Omprakash alias Om.

The novel covers a span of nine years, from 1975
to 1984, It is evident that the novel begins with the
imposition of Emergency by Indira Gandhi and
ends with her assassination. It reveals Mistry’s
expanding field of vision, now moving beyond
Parsi life to embrace the fate of the wider Indian
community during Indira Gandhi's infamous State
of Emergency (1975-1977). The novel focuses on
the story of horrors and barbarity of sub-
continental life, especially, lived by the
underprivileged.

The theme is brought forward by expertly
interwoven stories of its four protagonists: two
Parsis and two chamaar-turned-tailors. Dina
Dalal and her young paying guest, Maneck
Kohlah, are the Parsi protagonists whereas Ishvar
and Om, the uncle and nephew, are the chamaar-
turned-tailors. The life of these four protagonists
intersects with some minor characters like Dukhi,
the father of Ishvar and Narayan;, Vasantrao
Valmik, the proofreader; Beggarmaster, the paid
caretaker of the army of beggars; the monkey-man
and the hair-collector Rajaram.

Mistry explores the horrors of Chaturvarna in the
rural milieu of India in the novel A Fine Balance,
where Dukhi is the harbinger of changing the
traditional profession of his forefathers. He is
docile and tame with inherent characteristic of
tolerance, the peculiarity of his fellowmen,
inherited from ancestors. Besides tanning and
leather working, Dukhi leamed what it was to be a
chamaar, an untouchable in village society. Like
the filth of dead animals which covered him and
his father as they worked, the ethos of the caste
system was smeared everywhere. Besides, the talk
of adults and the conversations between his mother
and father filled the gaps in his knowledge.
Whatever he learns from others leave a deep
impact on his conscience which enables him to
survive in a village where the upper castes Hindus
are a law unto themselves and they impose any
punishment from cutting fingers, hands, and
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FEMALE CHARACTERS AND THEIR SENSIBILITIES IN KHUSHWANT
SINGH’S TRAIN TO PAKISTAN
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Abstract:

Women were the worst victims of Partition. The
ordeal had ghastly tempered the women folk,
physically, psychologically and emotionally.
Women folk presented in Khushwant Singh's novel
Train to Pakistan are presented as those involved
mechanically in the routine menial household
chores. Throughout the length of the novel the
women are described doing nothing else other
than this. Endowing women with no individuality
displays a patriarchal approach of Khushwant
Singh towards women.
Keywords:  Partition,
patriarchal, ghost train.

communal  frenzy,

Partition Novel is a genre in which the plot is set
amidst historical events, in which the author uses
real events and adds one or more fictional
characters or events, or changes the sequence of
historical events. Partition Novel may center on
historical or on fictional characters, but usually
represents an honest attempt based on considerable
research to tell a story set in the historical past as
understood by the author’s contemporaries.
Women were the worst victims of Partition. The
ordeal had ghastly tempered the women folk,
physically, psychologically and emotionally.
Though not directly, they were involved in the
development of the Partition. The Partition novels
try to mirror this condition of women in their
novels. Women became the easy targets of the
communal frenzy unleashed by the fanatics.
Women have to endure not only the destruction of
their homes, displacement and violence, but also
abduction, prostitution, mutilation and rape as they
became “a sign through which men communicated
with each other” (Das 56).

Atrocities were done upon the bodies of women as
men of one religious group. It was a way to
dishonour the men of another faith by proving that
they are impotent due to their inability to protect
‘their’ women. In the post partition period women
suffered once more as the newly independent
states of India and Pakistan attempted to reinforce

their legitimacy by forcibly recovering abducted
women, a process in which women’s own wishes
were considered irrelevant. Furthermore, many of
the women who desired to be reunited with their
families had to suffer the humiliation of rejection
by their communities which viewed their
experience as too shameful to facilitate
reintegration. The novelists under study have tried
to portray these sensibilities of the women towards
Partition.

Train to Pakistan is a magnificent novel where
Khushwant Singh tells the tragic tale of the
partition of India and Pakistan and the consequent
events. On the eve of the partition of the Indian
sub-continent thousands fled from both sides of the
border seeking refuge and security. The natives
were uprooted and it was certainly a ghastly
experience for them to give up their belongings
and rush to a land which was not theirs. Partition
touched the whole country and Singh’s attempt in
the novel is to see the events from the point of
view of the people of Mano Majra, a small village.
Though the novel does not portray any strong
women character, Nooran and Haseena play minor
roles in the development of the storyline of the
novel.

Women folk in the novel are presented as those
involved mechanically in the routine menial
household chores. Throughout the length of the
novel the women are described doing nothing else
other than this. Endowing women with no
individuality displays a patriarchal approach of
Khushwant Singh towards women.

The only two very insignificant female characters
that one finds in the novel are Nooran, the object
of Jugga’'s passion and Haseena, the object of
Hukum Chand’s lustfulness. Haseena at that tender
age is a victim of the typical Indian representative
of bureaucracy in India under the British Raj and
ironically not of the Partition.

The women in Singh’s fictional world are
silhouette against the great human catastrophe of
the Partition as depicted from men’s point of view.
It merely indicates and suggests the awful and
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PUBLIC HISTORY VERSUS PERSONAL HISTORY IN AMITAV GHOSH’S
THE SHADOW LINES
Dr. Deepak Nilkanthrao Morande

Assistant Professor
Govindrao Warjukar College, Nagbhid

Abstract:

Amitav Ghosh's novels are characterized by a
fusion of history and imagination. Each of his
novels presents intermingling of fictional lives with
grand historical events. The objective behind
putting the fictional alongside the real is to offer a
view of the past from the perspective of ordinary
individuals. The monologic narration of history is
replaced with a narrative that projects multiple
readings and interpretations of the past. The main
narrative in his novels links multiple narratives
which are, often, directly reported by individual
characters. A plethora of stories recounted in
mode of oral storytelling is a significant feature of
Ghosh's narrative technique. Personal histories
and perceptions are thus allowed to exist
independently  without  attempting  authorial
intervention.  Ghosh'’s  writing  constantly
endeavours to explore personal histories of
ordinary people that have been silenced or
appropriated by grand narratives of history.

Keywords: Deconstruction, Fragmentary
Memories, Personal Memories and Grand
Narratives

Introduction:

Amitav Ghosh's novels excavate suppressed/
silenced individual histories and amalgamate them
with the grand narratives of history to give a round
picture of human history. Ghosh takes recourse to
narrative  devices like  personal/collective
memories, oral storytelling and deconstructive
strategies. The writers mistrust for borders of
every kind gets revealed in his novels that are
characterized by crossing borders between
different times and places, and also between
different literary genres. An exploration of
narrative strategies and style adopted by Ghosh for
his novels reveals the writer's ability to
communicate weighty issues and ideas through
deceptively simple narrative structures.

A Case Study of Amitav Ghosh's The Shadow
Lines:

Ghosh's The Shadow Lines employs a first person
narrative frame work to present multiple stories.

The writer’'s departure from magic realist
technique he had employed in his debut novel The
Circle of Reason, and the skillful representation of
a stark reality of the postcolonial Indian
subcontinent through “tightly plotted structure and
greater realization of individual characters” in this
second novel signalled the arrival of Ghosh as an
original voice in Indian English Fiction. The story
of the novel unfolds through the unnamed
narrator’s consciousness wherein memories of past
get artistically woven to project a personal history
of his extended family that intersects with some
major events of public history. The intermingling
of private and public history, of fiction and reality
through a collage of memories of different
characters that get filtered through the narrator’s
act of remembrance makes the novel a complex
work of art.

In his essay “The Ghost of Mrs. Gandhi” Ghosh
has made it clear that The Shadow Lines is his
creative response to the 1984 anti-Sikh riots in
Delhi, and that the novel is “about the meaning of
such events and their effects on the individuals
who live through them.” In the novel the unnamed
narrator’s memories are activated by the death of
his dear uncle, Tridip in the 1964 Hindu-Muslim
riots. The incident occupies a central place and the
narrative hovers around the incident moving back
and forth without disclosing the central event till
the last part of the novel. Through fragmentary
memories of the narrator, the novel first develops
the major characters and, in the process, also
unfolds the personal history of the narrator’s
family. The criss-crossing of the personal history
with public events like the Second World War, the
Partition, the Indo-China war, the communal riots
of 1964 and the Bangladesh War of Independence
enable the novel to document the impact of
historical events on ordinary people.

Personal memory is the main narrative device
employed by Ghosh in this novel. Commenting on
the role of memory in the novel, Manjula Saxena
rightly observes:

Just as the table is made of wood and nails and
adhesives, similarly, Ghosh’s novel is...made up
of the narrator’'s memories relating to Tridip, his
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